CPSC 101 LAB 2

Introduction to Netscape Navigator

There are two web browsers loaded on the Roanoke College lab computers: Microsoft Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator. While most of your web browsing will be done through Internet Explorer, you will need to know how to use Netscape Navigator in this class when you start writing JavaScript programs. 

To access Netscape Navigator select Start|All Programs|Netscape 6.2|Netscape 6.2 

You should see at the top of the window several buttons that let you navigate the Web.  Below these buttons you should see a button labeled Bookmarks. Near the top should be a box with the location (URL) of the website you are viewing.  You should currently be viewing the Roanoke College home page.  If you aren’t, enter “http://www.roanoke.edu” in the location box. From this page you can access lots of information about Roanoke College and use links on the page to get to other places on the Internet.   

General Navigational Hints:  

1. The Back button takes you back one page at a time through the pages you have visited.

2. The Forward button takes forward one page at a time through the pages you have visited.

3. You may have to wait awhile for the pages to load.  The bar at the bottom of your screen lets you know how much of the document has been loaded; the animated Netscape logo at the top (with shooting stars around the N) lets you know loading is still going on.

4. If a page is taking too long to load, click on the STOP button (the “X”).  Sometimes this will completely abort the loading process; sometimes, if the page was almost loaded, the loading process will complete.

5. Occasionally you will click on a link to a page that either no longer exists or has changed its address. If it has a link to the new address, you can click on that link.  Otherwise you can just use the Back button or Home button.

6. Netscape keeps a history log of the sites you have visited as you follow links.  You can always get back to one by using the Back button but often a faster way is to use the history log.  To see that log, click on the down arrow on the right-hand side of the location box. Then to go back to a page you have visited click on it.   The log is cleared out when you start over on a new sequence of links.

1. Use Bookmarks   Netscape has a feature, called bookmarks, that lets you save the address (URL) for Web pages you think you would like to revisit.  When you are at a “cool” Web site and think you would like to go back some time, just click on the Bookmarks button then Add Bookmark.  Then, to go back to that site later, click on Bookmarks.  You will see a list of your bookmarks.  Click on the one you want to visit.

  Get into e-mail and get the message from me (Subject: Lab 2 Questions).  This message contains questions that you will need to answer as you proceed through the lab.  Click on the reply button to open a composition window with the questions in it.  Keep this open throughout lab and fill in the answers when instructed to do so.  At the end of lab, send your answers to me.  

Explore myrc.roanoke.edu  

1. Find the Computer Use Policy by clicking on Computing and then the Computer Use Policies link.  Fill in number 1 in the Lab 2 questions.

2. Go back to the Computing page, then select Frequently Asked Questions.  Find out the quota on your Z and W drives (how much space you are allowed to use).  Fill in number 2 in the questions.

1. From the myrc homepage follow the link to Academic Calendar.  Find the block schedule for regular days and for days when classes are delayed because of snow. Fill in number 3.

1. From the myrc homepage follow the Library link.  From there click on the Help link (on the left). Then click “Click here for more Research Help”. Next click “How can I get better results searching the Internet?” This is a good source that will help you in doing research using the Web.

1. Go back to the Frequently asked questions on Library Homepage. Click “How do I cite Web pages?” The Citing and Evaluating Web Sources gives 6 guidelines for determining the "quality" of information found on the Web.  Guidelines #5 and #6 are perhaps the most important.  Fill in number 4.

Going off campus.  Now we’ll use several different strategies to find and visit Web pages off campus.

Using URLs:  Each page on the Web has an address associated with it called a Uniform Resource Locator (URL).  One way to access a page is to open the page by specifying the URL.  

· Let’s first go to the site at http://www.webcom.com/calc/   To do that select File, then Open Web Location from the menu (or just type in the Location box).  You will get a small window.  In that window type in the URL (NOTE: Some URLs are case-sensitive so type this one in lower case letters. Press enter after typing in the URL.  This site shows a collection of old computing devices.  

· Click on the link Other Sites of Interest (listed in the frame on the left under “Reference”), then on the Virtual Museum of Computing (near bottom of the frame on the right under “Sites with further links). Answer number 5.   

· Now click on Pioneers of Computing (to find it scroll down to Local Virtual Exhibits). Check out some of the pioneers of computing – in particular, check out Grace Hopper. Answer number 6.  

· Now, use the Back button to get back to the page where you clicked on Virtual Museum of Computing  and click on the History of Computing Information link. Add this URL to your bookmarks - we’ll probably go back there when studying the history of computing. (Hint: Use Search>Find in this Page for “History of Computing Information”)

Using a Search Tool:  There are many programs on the Web to help you locate information.  These programs are often referred to as Search Tools or Search Engines.  Google, Yahoo, Excite, Lycos, GoTo, Snap, Altavista and the WebCrawler are a few of many that are available (the number is growing every day).   There are meta search engines, such as MetaCrawler, that will search a topic for you and tell you how many “hits” the other search tools found.  You can get to some of these by following links on the Roanoke College Library page; others you can get to by Search>Search the Web on the menu bar of the Netscape window. (Of course, you could also use the URL if you know it. Most are what you would expect, for example, yahoo is http://www.yahoo.com.)  Once at the site you can search for information either by choosing from a list of categories (then usually another list of categories) or you can do a keyword search (type a word or words into a box).

2 Now we’ll try the Search option.  Go to http://www.excite.com You will see a very busy page with a few advertisements, a dialog search box and links to some topics Now find the top news stories of the day (there should be some links to news or news summaries). Answer question number 7.

2Keyword Searches  Go to http://www.google.com. Each search engine has slightly different ways to let you enter keywords to search for information.  Often just one word gets an overwhelming amount of information so you need to put additional words to limit the search. Most search engines use the following basic strategies: 

· If you are searching for a phrase or a name of something put it in quotation marks. For example, if you want something about affirmative action put "affirmative action" in the search dialog box; if you want to find out something about the United Nations use "United Nations" in the dialog box. Without quotation marks most search engines search for sites containing either word (affirmative OR action, for example).

· Use more than one word with either the + symbol or the AND operator. If you want to look up something about computer virus hoaxes you should type computer+virus+hoax in the dialog box.

 Do a keyword search to find out what a cookie is in Web terminology.  First try variations on the words Web cookie – without quotes, with quotes, with +.   Compare the types of pages that came up in the list.  Answer number 8.

In searching for ENIAC (one of the first electronic computers) several students in the past found a page at URL:  http://www.yip.org/text/eniac.htm.  Do the following:

1.  Open that page and read what is says about the ENIAC.

2.  Now find out something about the organization that sponsored the page. Answer question number 9.

3.  Now find a more reliable source of information devoted to the ENIAC using the Altavista search engine. Got to http://www.altavista.com .  Find one that tells you something about the ENIAC and shows you a picture of it. Answer question number 10.  NOTE:  The easiest way to do this is to highlight the URL in the location box where Netscape is displaying the page.  Then click on Edit, Copy.  Now go to the mail composition window, click on the spot where you want to insert the URL, then click on Edit, Paste.  The URL should show up.  Furthermore it should be a link so that the recipient of the mail message can just click on it to go to that page.  (If you type in the URL, include the "http" part of the URL When you do this the mailer recognizes this as a URL and automatically makes it a link.)

Now, send me your answers.

Exit Netscape (choose File, then Exit) and LOG OFF when you are through. 



